We’re flexible about ages. If your youth leader has given you this invitation then come!

I’m just outside the 16-18ys bracket. Is that OK?
If your leader wants you there then we want you there! Maybe you’ve not had a leadership role
up until now but maybe through the retreat you’ll start to see where God is leading you.

http://youth.cccnz.nz/first-training

I’ve never had any leadership responsibilities. Is that OK?
It is up to each youth group to work out how they will get there. Your youth leader will organise
this and will likely be coming with you (or will appoint another leader to come with you).

How will I get there?
The cost is $180 per person. We’re encouraging churches to ask people to sponsor those who
attend. We want you to know that not only does your church see leadership potential in you,
they’re willing to invest in you. When you come back from your time away you can report back
to those who supported you and let them know how their contribution has impacted your life.

How much does it cost? I’m not sure I’ll be able to afford it.
Dates and venues are as follows. You’ll attend the retreat nearest you.
• South Island: 29 Sept - 1 October at Living Springs, Christchurch.
• Upper North Island: 3-5 October, at Chosen Valley Camp, South Auckland.
• Lower North Island: 7-9 October at Forest Lakes, Otaki

When and where is it?

FAQ’s
FIRST Training follows a two year curriculum. We do eight topics this year and eight
more topics next year. This year we will cover the following topics:
• The Qualities of a Christian Leader: What is Christian leadership and what are the
qualities and attributes of an effective Christian leader?
• The Challenges of Leadership: Coping with common challenges that come with
leadership, in particular criticism and discipline.
• Organising events: Guidelines for planning, running and assessing activities.
• Asking good questions: Whether it’s formally in a small group or informally in
conversation, leaders need to know how to encourage people to open up and share.
• Understanding your personality: Understand the way that God has “wired” each of
us and learn to appreciate who we each are.
• Personal pitfalls: Identifying the factors most likely to cause us to give up on
leadership and even on our faith, as well as strategies to overcome these pitfalls

FIRST Training is a three day training retreat for young people in the 16-18 yrs age
bracket in your part of the country (see dates and venues on the back). It’s your chance
to meet with others your age who are serious about their faith in God and are willing to
allow Him to use them. Does that sound like you?

Content

Someone sees the LEADER in you…
You’re holding this invitation because someone in your church has seen the leader in
you. That may surprise you—you may not see yourself as a leader, but someone
already in leadership sees in you someone who wants to follow God and is willing to be
used by Him. That’s the only qualities you need!

Our time together will be a mix of teaching, discussion, solo times as well as evenings
together socialising and praying with others from your youth group.
What makes this retreat different from most camps is that it’s “by invitation only” - and
you’re invited! Talk with your youth pastor/youth leader about whether or not you can
come and they will sign you up If you’re keen.
We’re praying it might be one of the most significant events in your growth as a
follower of Jesus so please give this invitation serious consideration!

• Evangelism: Knowing the gospel and developing a lifestyle through which we share

it sensitively and effectively with others through what we say and do
• Hearing God’s voice: How to listen for God and recognise when He’s speaking to us

and guiding us.

